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Turkey’s New Power in the Sky: UAVS

SIBEL DUZ *
ORCID NO : 0000-0003-2775-7890

ABSTRACT This article investigates the trajectories of Turkey’s drone program,
its historical origins, strategical rationality, and geopolitical implications. The ar-
ticle historically contextualizes and empirically analyzes Turkey’s “drone strategy”
by focusing on industrial, military, and geopolitical dimensions. The first part ex-
amines the historical evolution of Turkey’s drone program. The second part assesses
Turkish companies’ successful initiatives and their impacts on Turkey’s boosting
drone industry. In the third and final part, the paper seeks to unpack the question
of how Turkey’s robust unmanned aerial systems development program serves Tur-
key’s geopolitical interests and military power projection in conflict zones such as

Syria, Libya, and Azerbaijan.
Key words: Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, Bayraktar TB2, Electronic War, Turkey.
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= Type: MALE UAV

= Manufacturer: Turkish Aerospace Industries (TAl)

= Number: 6

= Endurance: Up to 24 hours depending on payload

= Loaded Weight: 1,600 kg

= Payload Capacity: 200 kg

= Range: =1,000 km (SatCom and ground control station modes)

= Sensor Options: EO/forward-looking infrared/laser range finder payload option and SAR/
GMTIfinverse SAR payload option

= Weaponry: Likely capacity of at least four Roketsan MAM-L/MAM-C missiles

A-S LIAW. Saur n the Middle East Proliferation and the Norms in the Region”, RUSI, retrieved from

T 8 el il g 1T S
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+ Type: Tactical UAV

= Manufacturer: Kale-Baykar, Turkey

Number: 46

+ Endurance: Up to 24 hours depending on payload

+ Loaded Weight: 650 kg

= Payload Capacity: 55 kg

« Range: 150 km (limited by control range from ground control station)

= Sensor Options: IR and EO camera, laser designator, laser range finder (LRF)
= Weaponry: Up to four Roketsan MAM-L/MAM-C missiles

Figure 3: Festures of Bayraktar TB2 UAV. Source: “Armed Drones in the Middle East Proliferation and the Norms in the Region”, RUSI, retrieved
from https.ffrusiorg/publication/occasional-papers/armed-drones- e-east-proliferation-and-norms-region
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